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Delivered free to over 5000 homes across the Leys 


It could be... youth! 


Leys News exclusive: lottery windfall for local youth programme 


The Leys Youth Programme has been the lucky 
recipient of a grant from the Big Lottery Fund, Leys 
News can exclusively reveal. The grant will meet 
nearly two-thirds of the cost of a new project 
designed to tackle the challenges faced by girls and 
young women. Turn to page 5 for the full story. 


Saturday Night's Alright (For Elton) 


Elton John's concert in June was the biggest music event ever to be held at the Kassam Stadium, as around 16,500 people 
squeezed into the venue to hear him play. Debbie Owen-Lovegrace, of Greater Leys, was one of the cheering crowd. 


I purchased my ticket 8 months before During his performance he even found 
the event was to take place. Waiting so the time to sign autographs and collect 
long had made me really anxious, I flowers. 
walked around like a dog with two tails, The crowds were able to dance to all 
then the big night came and I was not of his old songs as well as some newer 
disappointed. songs. The atmosphere was electric 
Elton came on to the stage to a when he sang Daniel. Everything went 
standing ovation and cheers. He was a lot without a hitch thanks to the stadium 
shorter than I had expected him to be staff; they got everyone both in and out 
He was every bit the performer that I very well. It is about time that Blackbird 
had hoped for, he didn't let me or the Leys was able to enjoy such an event, we 
other hundreds of fans down in any way. now look forward to enjoying many more. 
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The face of ITN 


What was newsreader John 
Suchet doing at the Leys Linx 
Centre? Page 5 


The Glow Tree 


The inside story by one of the 
artists involved. Page 7 


See what Windale School have 
been up to. Page 13 
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Leys News 50 


Leys News is a not-for- 
profit business dedicated to 
providing news and 
information to the whole 
community. We are not 
affiliated to any political 
party, and we operate an 
equal opportunities policy. 
We encourage any resident 
to get involved in our work. 


Contact: 

Leys News, 26 Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX4 7BX 


Phone: 
01865 711756 


Email: 
leysnews@hotmail.com 


Website: 
www.leysnews.co.uk 


Who’s Who? 


Board of Directors: Penny 
Wood, Chuma Nwokolo Jr, 
Roy Simmonds, Wendy 
Spray, Etain O’Carroll, Peter 
Stevenson and Gerry Webb 


Editorial committee this 
issue: Phil Citrone, Julian 
Dourado, Chuma Nwokolo 
Jr, Roy Simmonds, Sasha 
east, Dolcie Obhiozele, 
Beth Knowles 


Editor: Kate Griffin 
Layout: Julian Dourado 


Business Development 
Co-ordinator: 
Philip Citrone 


Distribution co- 
ordinators: Gary and 
Amanda Jones 


Volunteers and 
contributors: Richard 
Colbrook, Chuma Nwokolo 
Jr, Roy Simmonds, Junior 
Peete, Ellington Maferaka, 
Mirian park, Phil Citrone, 
Jane Whiting, Ines 
Kretzschmar, Jennie Travis, 
Aaron Platt 
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Leys News acknowledges 
financial assistance from: 
Oxford City Council, Catalyst 
Communities Housing 
Association, Oxford Citizens 
Housing Association, Cherwell 
Housing Trust, Awards for All, 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Chest, and the Community 
Champions Fund and support 
from: Newsquest (Oxfordshire) 
Ltd. and Business Boffins Ltd. 
Leys News is a company 
limited by guarantee No. 
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Hello from our new editor 


Welcome to issue 50 of Leys 
News, my first issue as the 
editor. It's very exciting - if 
rather daunting - to be working 
on such an important and well- 
regarded community newspaper. 

It's always interesting for a 
new editor to read about a 
newspaper's humble origins, so I 
was fascinated by the 
anniversary issue of Leys News. 
The retrospective feature made it 
very clear to me that the history 
of Leys News is a history of 
collaboration, a story of 
volunteers and staff working 
together to create a community 
resource. 

In the ten years since its 
creation, Leys News has changed 
enormously, but the collaborative 
spirit that keeps the paper alive 
hasn't changed at all. That spirit 


Thanks to our 
distributors 


Leys News would like to say a big 


thank-you to all its distributors for 
making this newspaper possible. The 


team, coordinated by Amanda and 
Gary Jones, distribute newspapers 
throughout the whole of the Leys. 
Whatever the weather, you can 
guarantee that the Leys News 
distributors will be working hard to 


ensure that all residents get a copy 


of the paper. 


The distributors are the lifeline that 


links us to our readers. Without 
them, there simply wouldn't be a 
Leys News. For that reason, we 
would like to thank them for their 
essential work. 


is what has transformed it from a 
one-page newsletter to a full- 
sized colour newspaper. 

My vision for the future of 
Leys News is for the collaborative 
spirit to grow even stronger. So 
many people and organisations 
must work together for the 
newspaper to be a success: the 
volunteers who write stories and 
take photographs, the 
distributors who take the paper 
out into the community, the 
organisations who help us 
financially... the list goes on. But 
we always need more people to 
get involved. If you're interested 
in journalism, or if there's a story 
you think we should know about, 
please get in touch. We're not 
looking for polished prose or 
perfect photos (although that 
would be nice!). We're looking for 


Calling all Community Groups 


The Leys News is pleased to announce it has 
recently received a grant from Awards For All to 
pilot some new training courses. We hope to run 
these free of charge for local community groups, 
not-for-profit organisations and local charities. 


enthusiastic volunteers who are 
willing to learn. 

Since I started this job at the 
end of June, I have already 
encountered several talented 
volunteers who have produced 
some outstanding work for this 
issue. I know there are more of 
you out there, and I'm waiting 
for you to get in touch. 

If you're not interested in 
volunteering for Leys News, 
there's still a space for you to 
express your views. Our brand 
new letters page (p19) is a 
chance to let off steam and see 
your name in print. 

I hope you'll enjoy this 
edition and contact us with any 
comments you have about how 
to make it better. Remember, it's 
your newspaper too. 

KATE GRIFFIN 


The courses are likely to include: 


® Community Journalism 
@ PR/Marketing 


®@ Design & Layout for newsletters f | 


@® Media Work 


© Effective websites 


® Selling advertising space 


If you think your group could benefit from this type of 
training please contact the Leys News office to register 
your interest. Tel. 01865 711756 


® Communication Strategy 


‘AWARDS 


FOR ALL 


LOTTERY FUNDED 
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"Please help 
me find my 
sister" 


Lesley-Ann calls from Toronto 
to ask for Leys help. 

Most of us know the pain of 
losing a family member. But what is 
it like to suddenly discover the 
existence of a family member you 
never knew you had - only to find 
that you couldn't track them down? 

That's exactly what happened 
to Lesley-Ann Misquitta - and she's 
appealing to readers of Leys News 
for any information that might help 
with her quest. Lesley-Ann 
explains: "I did not even know my 
sister existed. It was a family 
secret that accidentally came out 
through social services when I was 
16; 

All Lesley-Ann knows for sure is 
that her sister, Joan, was adopted 
by a couple who had older children 
of their own, and grew up in 
Oxford. It is possible that Joan's 
young life was spent on or near the 
Leys, which is why Lesley-Ann is 
asking Leys News readers for any 
information they may have. The 
task is made more difficult by the 
possibility that Joan has changed 
her surname, either just after 
adoption or in later life. 

Lesley-Ann spent most of her 
childhood in children's homes, as 
did her older brother. Her brother is 
currently in Baghdad with the 
British military, while Lesley-Ann 
herself lives in Toronto, Canada, 
with her family. She hopes that all 
three siblings can be reunited soon. 


If you have any information that 
might help Lesley, please contact 
Leys News using the contact 
details on page 2. 


What’s on Weekly 


Age Resource Desk at the 
Clockhouse: 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, 10.30am - 1pm 
Computer access for the over 
50's. Ring 717614 to book 


The Barn Youth Club 

Mondays 6.30-8.30pm - ages 9+ 
Wednesday, 6.30-8.30pm 

Held at the Barn. 13+ 


Brownies: Thursday 6-7.30pm, 
Holy Family Church Hall 
(for 7 to 11 age group) 


CAD Drop-In: 

Drugs & Alcohol advice, 
Tues & Fri, 12-4pm, 

49 Barns Road (Ox 402919) 


Counselling 

The Listening Centre is a chance 
to talk to a trained counsellor. It 
runs in the evenings, Mon to 
Thurs, at Cuddesdon Corner 
Family Centre. This service is only 
open to over-16s, and only by 
appointment. Ring Margaret on 
08702419025. 


Dovecote Kiddie Club, 

drop in Monday's & Thursdays 
9.30 am until 2.30 pm 

for 0 to 5 year olds. Telephone 
Ruth Brown on 07985 637487 


Girls’ Street Dance: 

BBL Leisure Centre, 50p, 
13-16yrs: Tues, 4.45-5.45pm; 
8-12yrs: Weds, 4.45-5.45pm. 


Girls’ Aerobics: BBL Leisure 
Centre, 50p, Tues, 6-7pm, ages 
14-18yrs 


Dovecote Afterschool Club: 
Mon to Thurs, 3.15 - 4.45pm 


Dance Classes at the Barn: 
Tues: 4-5pm, 5-11years; 5-6pm, 
12 years plus. £3.30. Freestyle, 
disco, street-dance. 


The Edge - Youth Club 
BBL Community Centre. 
Wed, 1-4.30pm. 

Drop in 7.30-9.30pm 


Guides: Friday 7-9pm at the Holy 
Family Church. Girls, 10-15 years. 
Info: 455970. 


1st Blackbird Leys Rainbow 
Guides: 5-7 yrs, Fri, 5.30- 
6.30pm, Holy Family Church Hall, 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Contact - Laura 0778 7528120 


Holy Family Church: 
Sunday service 10am, 
with lively children’s church. 


Irish Dancing, Weds & Thurs, 
5pm, Sacred Heart Hall. 


Junior Edge Project: 

4.30 - 6pm, Tues & Thurs, BBL 
Community Centre (Supporting 
black and mixed heritage 
children). 


Leys Community Church 


Sunday service 3.30pm at Holy 
Family Church. 


Lunch clubs 

Monday Lunch Club for the over- 
50s (formerly run by Age 
Concern) runs in the Clockhouse 
Longround. 10am-1:30pm. 
Thursday Lunch Club for the over- 
50s runs at The Barn, Nightingale 
Avenue. 10am-2pm. 


Samba Drumming, Sunday 
afternoons, 3-5pm, sacred Heart 
Hall, ages 10-16yrs. 


Saturday Club 

The Dovecote Saturday Club 
starts Saturday 7th October. 
10am-ipm, £1.50 per session per 
child. Make new friends and enjoy 
a variety of activities. Telephone 
Carol on 01865 712299. 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church: 
Mass, Sundays, 9.30am & 6pm 


Self Defence: 
6-9pm, Tuesday at the Barn 


Scouts 

Beaver Scouts (children aged 6 & 
7) meet on Tuesdays, 5pm-6pm. 
Cub Scouts (children aged 8 & 9) 
meet on Tuesdays, 6:30pm-8pm. 
Scouts (ages 10-14) meet on 
Thursdays, 7pm-8:30pm. 


Stay & Play 
Activities for parents and carers 
to do with their children. There is 


also singing and story time. 
Monday and Friday. Just turn up 
at Cuddesdon Corner, Cuddesdon 
Road. 


State Pension Advice Surgery: 
Leys Linx Centre, 2nd & 4th 
Monday of the month 9.30am- 
12.30pm 


Swimming: 

Blackbird Leys Pool. 

Mon 11.30-12.30pm: 60+ 
swimming (free). 

Tues & Fri 12-1pm: Water 
Workout. 

Wed 12 - 1pm: 50+ swimming. 
Thurs 12 -ipm: Ducklings Paren' 
& toddler classes. 

Info: 01865 467042 


Weight Watchers: 
7-8pm, Thursday at the Barn 


Potters Court Bingo: 
Every Monday from 6pm. Contaci 
Edward on 07913 924579 


Leys Youth Football Club: 

BBL Leisure Centre, Fridays, 50p. 
Boys: 

School yrs 3-6: 4-5pm. 

School yrs 7-8: 5-6pm. 

School yrs 9-11: 6-7pm. 

Girls: 

8yrs to 16yrs: 7-8pm Wednesday: 
2-4pm 


Over 60s Club 
Wednesdays 2-4pm, 
at the Holy Family Church Hall 


If you have a regular event that you would like to see in the What's On Weekly section, please tell us! Write to What's On Weekly, Leys 
News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. Or simply e-mail editor@leysnews.co.uk, putting "What's On Weekly" in the 
e-mail's subject heading. We'd love to hear from you. 
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The next Michael Flatley 


on the Leys? 


Miriam Picha meets a young dance star. 


BEHIND THE MISCHIEVOUS 
grin on Bronan Ross's face lies 
a very determined young Irish 
dancer. The ten-year-old from 
Blackbird Leys loves dancing 
and enjoys showing off his 
skills at dancing displays and 
exhibitions. His dance teacher, 
Anne-Marie Gallacher, says of 
Bronan that he is a brilliant 
student who shows a lot of 
courage. "He is a pleasure to 
have in the class," she says. 

Bronan's love of Irish 
dancing started at a young age 
with his love of Irish music. He 
would spend hours over the 
years listening to and enjoying 
Irish music with his 
grandfather. However, instead 
of just listening to the music, 
he decided to go further and at 
the age of eight, his mother 
gave in to his constant pleading 
and enrolled him into dancing 
school. He has never stopped 
since, and is as keen now as 
when he started. 

Each Wednesday evening 
after school Bronan dashes 
over to the Doyle Academy of 
Irish Dancing in Rose Hill, 
where there is a higher ratio of 
girls to boys. He says that he 
would like to encourage other 
boys to take up Irish dancing 
because it is fun. His dance 
teacher adds: "It is nice to have 
boys like Bronan participating 
and enjoying Irish dancing." Ms 
Gallacher would like other boys 
to give it a go. 

Bronan, who attends Our 
Ladies School in Oxford Road, 


The next Michael Flatley? 
Ten-year-old Bronan Ross 
takes it all in his stride. 


is also a budding musician who 
enjoys playing the recorder and 
guitar when he is not dancing. 

Proud mum Joanne Ross 
says of her son enthusiastically, 
"He is lovely. I love to watch 
him dance. He is very good, 
very keen and nice to watch." 

Bronan's brother Connor 
was equally excited about his 
brother's progress at Irish 
dancing. He says: "He is good 
at it. He should carry on so that 
he gets better and better." 
Meanwhile, Bronan doesn't see 
what all the fuss is about. He is 
just doing something that he 
loves. He hopes to perform on 
the stage in shows when he is 
older. 


Behind the scenes: we talk to 


Bronan’s teacher 


We've all seen Irish dancers on our TV screens and marvelled 
at how they make the rapid, intricate moves look so easy. 
The answer is that they have years of training - from teachers 
like Anne-Marie Gallacher. We caught up with her and quizzed 
her on what it's like to tutor the stars of the future. 

Tell us about Bronan's dancing. 

"He is brilliant and shows a lot of promise - a pleasure to 
have in the class. It's nice to have boys like Bronan 
participating and enjoying Irish dancing." 

There are many more girls than boys. What are you doing 
to encourage more boys to take up Irish dancing? 

"We're encouraging them by having shows and exhibitions 
where you can see them participating. It's all about making 
people aware that it's something they can participate in, 
benefit from and have lots of fun." 


What's your background? 


"I have a good pedigree! I was born in Oxford. In 1981 I 
was the world champion in Irish dancing, and would now like 
to pass on my skills to young children. I've been doing so 


since 1988." 


Leys News needs you! 


Are you a budding writer or a photographer in 


training? Perhaps you have an eagle eye for 
spelling mistakes. If you have a talent for 
words or pictures (or both), Leys News would 
love to hear from you. We're always on the 
lookout for talented volunteers to gather the 
top stories and take the pictures that make our 
publication a success. You don't have to be an 
expert, just enthusiastic. The reward? Knowing 


that thousands of discerning readers on the 


Leys will see your work in print. 


We're also keen to hear from 


potential proofreaders - people with an eye for the English 
language who can point out errors and help us deliver a mistake- 
free paper. There's no financial reward, but our "proofreading 
parties" have been known to involve cake and ice-cream! 


If you're interested, email editor@leysnews.co.uk or give us a Call 
on 01865 711756. Alternatively, you could just pop in to our 
offices at 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys. Hope to hear from 


you soon! 


BY ELLINGTON MAFEREKA 
& JUNIOR PEETE 


THIEVES STOLE FOUR laptops 
from the Leys Linx centre, 
Blackbird Leys Road, then 


attempted to sell the stolen goods 
to a Leys resident. 

The laptops were taken from 
the IT Hub at Leys Linx in the 
evening of Saturday 24th June, 
while IT manager Joe Rosa was 
on duty. 

Mr Rosa said: "Someone 
entered the building when I was 
working here. They probably 
listened to check that I was out of 
the room, then ran." 

Mr Rosa believes that thieves 
entered the Leys Linx centre 
through the back door during the 
few minutes that he was out of 
the room, and stole the IT Hub's 
set of keys from their usual hook 
inside the Linx centre. They were 
then able to steal the laptops 
without breaking into the 
building. 

Leys News has learned that 
the thieves then attempted to sell 
the laptops to a Leys resident 
who recognised the equipment as 
Leys Linx property. Leys Linx staff 
and the police were then alerted. 

Although the police were 
called on Sunday, they did not 
respond immediately because 
they were short of staff. They 
arrived at the Leys Linx centre on 
Monday to take statements. 

In the light of the incident, the 
locks at Leys Linx were 


\\ 
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Leys Linx Laptop Theft 


Thieves stole keys to enter IT Hub 


AboE: Joe Rosa points to the hook where the IT Hub's keys 
used to be kept. It is believed that the thieves took the keys 
from this hook to open the door without breaking in. 


immediately changed and the 
centre's security arrangements 
reviewed. 

Mr Rosa added: "Three years 
ago, one computer was stolen, 
but it was stolen because of 
negligence - it was just left on the 
table. This theft was different, 
because it was planned. This is 
bad because they're destroying 
the community's property." 

Two of the computers 
belonged to the IT Hub. One 
belonged to the ABLE Open 
Learning Centre and was there for 


2 COURSE 
MEAL DEAL 


FROM £12.00 


NEW KIDS MEAL- 


FROM £5.00 


OXFORD 
Telephone 0870 840 8903 


software installation. 

The fourth laptop belonged to 
Roy Simmonds, a director of Leys 
News, and was there for repair. 
Mr Simmonds said: "There's not 
much you can say, but it's a big 
miss." 

PC Martyn Wills, community 
beat officer for Blackbird Leys, 
said: "We would urge anyone with 
information about this crime to 
contact Cowley Police Station on 
08458 505 505. Alternatively, 
contact Crimestoppers anony- 
mously on 0800 555 111." 


www.lovethedogs.co.uk 
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Prize for sharp-eyed winner 


The Potential Project’s "Know the Leys" 


Slimming 


competition asked under-10 kids to identify a 
well-known Leys landmark. Several children 
correctly identified the Giant Blackbird in the 
Blackbird Leys Adventure Playground on 
Cuddesdon Way. Bronan Ross was the name 
first out of the hat, so he scooped our £20 
prize. 

Bronan received his prize at a Father's 
Day party run by the Potential Project, 
Greater Leys. 

You may have spotted Bronan elsewhere 
in this issue. If not, check out page 3. 
Meanwhile, the Potential Project have all 
their latest news on page 18. 


„world 
“support 
aworld 
° difference 


À 
we're always there for you xx 


reat 
iHe Left: Carlton Gabbidon of the Potential 
savings Project presents Bronan with his £20 prize 


in the company of his family. 


Friday Morning 
10am 
The Leisure Centre 


Picture: Chuma Nwokolo 


Pegasus Road, 
Blackbird Leys 
Tel: Gill on 01865 730009 


T special 
5 offer 
ends soon 


the future of slimming 08700 75 46 66 


www.slimming-world.com 
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LEYS FAIR IS COMING SOON! R À AN W Sapa: 


Saturday 9th September 


Noon to 5pm 
The fair will have a Living Art theme, but will also involve so 
much more: a bungee run, bouncy castle, gladiator joust, 
magician... and a performance by our very own Ivor’s Choir. 


BUILDING PRIDE IN OUR CITY 


yaa M 
FITNESS 
LEISURE & CULTURAL SERVICES __FHINESS OF 
OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


Activities at new look leisure centre 


Aspires Academy & Freetime - afternoon sessions 
circuit classes Primetime activities - for over 
New range of fitness & 50's 

wellness classes - Football Academy 


www.oxford.gov.uk 


Ladies night - Thursdays  . Post Natal 


Lots of fun at Blackbird Leys pool 


Free swimming for under 17’s - Ladies only session 

Adult & family only sessions - Primetime session 

Swimming Lessons e Water workout 

Birthday Parties e Private hire ee: slice > 


Contact centres for information: 

Barton Pool 01865 467290 Hinksey Pool 01865 467079 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 01865 467020 Oxford Ice Rink 01865 467002 
Blackbird Leys Pool 01865 467040 Peers Sports Centre 01865 467095 
Ferry Sports Centre 01865 467060 Temple Cowley Pools 01865 467124 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | Ph: 01865 711756 


Gift honours 


Above: John Suchet with locals at the Leys Linx. Right: John Suchet at the piano. 


BY ELLINGTON MAFEREKA 
& JUNIOR PEETE 


News buffs will know John Suchet 
as the stern face of ITN, but he 
came to the Leys as a bearer of 
musical gifts. The famous 
newsreader came to the Leys Linx 
centre on 29 June to present the 
community with a piano as tribute 
to the estate's choir, who found 


Leys Youth 


oe 


their voices during the Channel 5 
show The Singing Estate. 

The brand-new piano was a 
gift from One Man Band, a music 
shop in Banbury. David Cooper, 
the shop's owner, explained the 
reason for his generosity: "It's 
such a fantastic cause. The piano 
will help them to continue with 
the music, rather than fading off. 
People are already talking about 


Programme 


The Future's Bright 
with Big Lottery 


Girls and young women living in Blackbird Leys and 
Greater Leys are set to benefit from a major lottery 


windfall announced recently. 


The Leys Youth Programme has been awarded a grant of 
£110,870 from the Big Lottery Fund. The grant meets 65% of 
the cost of the new LYP Futures Project for girls and young 
women. The 5-year project is set to start in January 2007. The 
Big Lottery Fund distributes half of all National Lottery good 
cause funding across the UK. The Fund aims to enable others to 
make real improvements to the lives of disadvantaged people 
and the wellbeing of communities, through fair and open funding 
of people, projects and programmes. 

The Leys Youth Programme designed the project after 
consulting young people, parents and key workers. Their own 
Leys Youth Forum was used along with pilot projects to further 
develop the project design. The aim of LYP Futures is to begin to 
tackle the underlying challenges faced by girls and young 


women. 


Local resident Katie Gamble who will be leading the LYP 
Futures project said, "We are really excited. The grant from the 
Big Lottery Fund will mean that we can build on the work we are 
already doing through dance clubs, cheer leading, football and 
mentoring. The project will mean that more clubs for girls and 
young women will start, more mentoring will be available and 
some of the root issues like low self-esteem can be tackled more 
effectively. We're also planning to set up a forum in which girls 
and young women can share ideas for community-based 
projects and be helped in establishing and leading these 


projects." 


Richard Colbrook who chairs the Leys Youth Programme said, 
"We've been running for 7 years now and have grown from our 
starting point of 2 volunteers, 3 children and a football to 
working with over 300 young people on a regular basis. We have 
a fantastic team of people - 3 brilliant full-time youth workers 
and 16 incredible volunteers. They all live locally and give 
themselves tirelessly to working with children and young people. 
This grant from the Big Lottery Fund is a huge pat on the back 


for all of them." 


For more information about the Leys Youth Programme please 
contact Matt and Katie Gamble on 427075. 


choir a 


Picture: Junior Peete 
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coming to have lessons. We've 
donated other things in the past - 
electric guitars, for example - but 
this seemed worthy of a piano." 
Mr Cooper admitted being 
glued to the television every 
Sunday night to follow the choir's 
adventures, and it seems he was 
not alone. In his presentation 
speech, Mr Suchet confessed that 
the trials and tribulations of the 


Leys singing stars had moved him 
to tears. He told the assembled 
crowd: "I feel as if I know you. 
Sitting at home on a Sunday 
evening, it was a box of Kleenex 
tissues every time!" 

Although the name "John 
Suchet" is synonymous with hard 
news, he is also well known for his 
love of classical music. He has an 
encyclopaedic knowledge of 
Beethoven's life and work, and 
recently premiered a show about 
the Strauss family. 

Mr Suchet was chosen to 
present the piano because he is 
involved with Fivearts Cities, a 
collaboration between Channel 
Five and Arts Council England. He 
praised the work of Fivearts 
Cities, describing it as "a 
wonderful project", before 
revealing that his lifelong love of 
music nearly led him to a different 
career path. "I decided to make a 
career in music - but changed my 
mind," he revealed, before telling 
the audience of his early plans to 
become a professional 
trombonist. 

"I had music, but I let it go. 
You didn't have music, but you 
discovered it. But the music was 
always in you, or you wouldn't 
have answered that ad." 

Then Mr Suchet made a 
surprise announcement. "I am 
delighted to announce tonight 
that the choir will go on," he 
revealed, explaining that the choir 
is to perform at the Sheldonian, 
Oxford's equivalent of the Royal 
Albert Hall, under the tutelage of 


nd community 


Picture: Junior Peete 
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inspirational conductor Marios 
Papadopoulos. 

Mr Suchet thanked Paul Isaacs 
and Jim Barlow of Leys Linx and 
David Cooper of One Man Banc 
for all their work in getting the 
project underway, describing the 
project as "a great journey". Choir 
member Eric Hall echoed his 
words, describing his time filming 
the show as "an unforgettable 
experience." 

As the champagne flowed, 
David Cooper entertained the 
delighted crowds with a virtuoso 
performance on the piano he had 
donated. But the last word of the 
evening must come from John 
Suchet. "There are certain 


unenviable qualities associatec 
with the estate, but no more - 
from now on, Blackbird Leys will 
be known for its choir. You have 
touched the country." 


1829394 


Leys Learning Community 
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7 Ever thought about working | it aliden te 
an Se Sa Sw eee Co DA = 


eS A short course to give you a taste or 
of working in a creche, nursery or pre-school 


- limited to twelve places - 


Tuesdays from 22nd September = _ For further information call or text: 
Two and a half hours 


Creche provided Level 1 certificate > Jim 0792 0211 492 / Annette 01865 714492 
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kor rganised jointly by the SOX Extended Schock s Parent ip; a > = J ne SEE! D A = wan he 


É Leys Childrens Centre. and Le Leys L Learn ing Comi unity daz ~ COUNC 


A free short course 
about helping 
your children through school 
or maybe working as a 
teaching assistant 
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For further information call or text: 
Course will run between 9.30am and 2.30pm from Jim 0792 0211 492 / Annette 01865 714492 


Tuesday 26th September at Orchard Meadow Primary. or speak to Tanya at Orchard Meadow on01865 778 609 
Will involve hands on activity in school. 


Not sure? romam ARNI, 
Come to an informal pre-course session af (Wy 
Organised jointly by the SOX Extended Schools Partnership; Tuesday 19th — SE teu a Op g 
Workers Educational Association and Leys Learning Community ——__ = = — OD ijeiadmicune MuUN*Y 
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Getting to Glow 


The steel Glow Tree outside the Linx centre is already a Leys landmark, but not everybody knows the story 
of its creation. Exclusively for Leys News, artist Jane Whiting explains how the Glow Tree came to be. 


THE ARTISTS OF Blackbird Leys 
Arts Group (BLAG) had a dream 
that came to fruition in April, a 
symbol of what makes people on 
Blackbird Leys shine and glow in 
the form of the Glow Tree 
sculpture. 

Now a dove nests in the arms 
of one of the entwined figures, 
making it a real tree, something 
living as well as a shining steel 
sculpture. How did this tree take 
root in Blackbird Leys? 

The Glow project in 2005 
showcased the creative talent of 
Leys residents. The idea for the 
tree was the fruit of that project, a 
sense of how can we make a 
permanent symbol of people's 
growing together, and glowing 
through a tree? We want to make 
the environment of the Leys 
beautiful, for public art to be food 
for the soul for local people as they 
go about their daily lives. 

The BLAG group had never 
developed a big piece of public art 
before, but we passionately 
wanted to, and luckily we got to 
lead the project, while working 
alongside a generous and talented 
metal artist, Neil Wood. Neil 
believes in sharing his knowledge 
and skills as an artist with fellow 
artists, which is a rare thing. 
Happily we got to be involved and 
mentored in the project right from 
the planning stages through to 
digging the foundations by hand. 
Our - and Neil's- creative vision 
was kept true, and brought to life 
five months later. Local people put 
incredible trust in BLAG to carry 
the project forward, including Paul 
Isaacs, Phil Powell, Jim Barlow and 
Tara of Fusion, East Oxford. 

The best thing for us about 
being involved in this project was 
learning so many new skills. We 


Picture: Bi Scott 


planned, learned about the 
business side of the project, 
interviewed artists, got hands-on 
with the casting and welding of 
metals, dug those tough 
foundations, shovelled that 
concrete, and co-organized the 
launch exhibition and party. 

The favourite skill learned by 


the group was welding. Ines 
Kretzchmar says: "I always 
thought that welding was 


something strong men did, but I've 
found that you don't need muscles 
to do it. It's more about three 
dimensional thinking and 


precision." Debbie Scrivener 
specially enjoyed learning the 
process of bronze casting, which 
was incredibly complex. Debbie 
says: "Bronze leaves with pictures 
and messages were produced for 
the base of the tree by BLAG 
members; leaves that showed our 
glow. To make these leaves could 
take the artist five days, with all 
the moulds and castings that have 
to be produced before the bronze is 
forged". Tanya enjoyed making a 
bronze leaf and got her children to 
write their names on it. She says: 
"I remember listening to the 
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wonderful poems and stories that 
people wrote in the Glow 
workshops and seeing them now, 
on the leaves at the base of the 
tree, makes me glow - with pride." 

Looking to the future, we 
would like to see the Glow Tree 
shining on Blackbird Leys road at 
night, with the help of uplighting. 
Letting our imaginations go wild, 
there's room for a fountain and 
benches on the grass outside the 
community centre, somewhere 
tranquil to sit outside and chat or 
think, and switch off from life's 
challenges. 


A “merry bond" turns bloody 


Leys News editor Kate Griffin goes along to Oxford Castle to witness Creation Theatre’s latest triumph: 


The Merchant of Venice. 


Lorenzo (Paul Shelford), Bassanio (Antony Eden) and 
Gratiano (Pepe Balderrama) let off steam. 


YOUR BEST FRIEND is mad about 
this girl and really wants to 
impress her, but he's a bit short of 
cash at the moment. He asks you 
if you could possibly lend him 
some, just for a little while... 

It sounds like an everyday 
situation, but it's actually the 
starting point for The Merchant of 
Venice, one of Shakespeare's 


most controversial plays. Because 
the play's plot involves a wealthy 
Jew being punished for his greed 
and meanness, The Merchant of 
Venice has attracted accusations 
of racism throughout its history. It 
is therefore one of Shakespeare's 
most difficult plays to stage - but 
Creation Theatre Company rose 
to the challenge. 


Picture: David Fisher 


Rather than side-stepping the 
play's two most controversial 
aspects - race hate and 
materialism - Creation used them 
as the starting point for their 
interpretation, creating a world of 
ostentatious wealth and racial 
tension that owes much to 
Thatcher's Britain. 

Kezia Burrows as Portia is a 
bling heroine who knows she's a 
human prize, while Gavin Molloy 
is a whip-thin Antonio with Richey 


Manic styling. But where 
Creation's adaptation really 
differs from all the other 


Merchants is its portrayal of 
Shylock. Gone is the cringing, 
scheming, stereotypical Jew; here 
we have a loving father, a 
stressed-out human being, a man 
fighting back against racism and 
rip-off artists. Simon Poole's 
performance as Shylock is 
outstanding, bringing a three- 
dimensionality to the character 
that has rarely been seen before. 

Purists might criticise 
Creation's modern additions to 
the bare bones of the text - for 


example, the breakdancing, or 
the quiz-show voiceover in the 
casket scenes. However, these 
interpolations are in the spirit of 
the 17th-century stage; in 
Shakespeare's day, the play 
would frequently be interrupted 
for amusing interludes such as 
music or clown shows. Creation's 
triumph is to make its modern 
additions an enhancement rather 
than a distraction. 

The play's location is the icing 
on the cake. Oxford Castle has a 
long and chequered history as a 
fortress and prison, so what 
better setting for Shakespeare's 
tale of fear and justice? As 
Antonio's "merry bond" turns into 
a nightmarish pact, the sun 
seems to sink below the castle's 
thick walls, and the audience 
shivers in the evening air. 


The Merchant of Venice is at 
Oxford Castle until 19 August. 
Ring 01865 766266 or visit 
www.creationtheatre.co.uk 
(Sponsored by BMW Group Plant 
Oxford) 


Leys Fair 
Update 


THE THEME OF this year’s Leys 
fair is 'Living Art', so you can be 
sure that the BLAG crew are 
involved somewhere. This year, 
the art just keeps getting better 
with plans for a huge willow 
figure to be woven on the day by 
any willing volunteers. There will 
be loads of room for people’s 
imagination to run wild, creating 
3D sculptures within and to hang 
on its large domed base/skirt. 

It'll be hard to miss us, so 
come and get involved. Together 
something truly spectacular can 
be made. Any enquiries can be 
made to BLAG on 07799 893747. 
As usual BLAG are in the art room 
at Blackbird Leys community 
centre on Mondays, 6.00 - 
8.00pm and Thursdays, 9.30 - 
11.30 in termtime. Please come 
and be creative. 


Calling all digital 


photographers... 
Digital 
Photography 
Exhibition 

WHILE THE LONG summer days 
are still with us, why not develop 
your skills in digital photography 
and enter the 'Life on the Leys' 
Exhibition? Capture life in the 
neighbourhood in a creative 
original style and you could win 
first prize! 

At BLITZ, the IT Hub Centre 
on Blackbird Leys, we are looking 
for local people who want to get 
involved in organizing a digital 
photography exhibition and 
competition. 

No experience is necessary, 
but energy, enthusiasm and moti- 
vation would be really valuable. 
The exhibition will take place on 
the Leys and possibly elsewhere 
in the second week of September. 
Dates are still to be confirmed. 

BLITZ have the facilities and 
programmes to produce your 
photos and frames will be 
provided. 

So why not have a go and 
make this summer special! 


For more details contact BLITZ 
IT Hub Centre on 01865 714492 
- while spaces are still available. 


Competition 


Win with BMW 
Group Plant 
Oxford! 


Every issue you have a chance 
to win special prizes with BMW 
Group Plant Oxford. As well as 
sponsoring this page, they are 
holding a draw for readers to 
win goodie bags. To enter, tell 
us in which historic Oxford 
location Creation Theatre is 
staging the Merchant of 
Venice. 

Send your answer, name and 
address to Leys News, 26 
Kingfisher Green, or ring us on 
01865 711756 
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:01865 718503. 


‘a m in swat bene Heath Cete 
Wednesday 10am-2pm 


The current opening times at Leys Linx Centre are’as follows: 


Monday 
Tuesday 


9.30am - 3pm 

10am - 6pm 

7pm - 7.30pm 
CLOSED 

10am —- 4pm 

10am - 3pm 
Saturday 10.30am —- 12 noon 
Sunday CLOSED 


People help themselves and each other By/saving regularly — 
building up a fund of money. 


Your 
Credit Union is... 
CONVENIENT 
ACCESSIBLE 
FRIENDLY 
and it puts 
peoples 
needs first. 


Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 


The Credit Union encourages good money management and 
offers a practical alternative to high interest debt. 


Who can join? 
Anyone who lives within the community of Blackbird Leys, 
including Frys Hill & Greater Leys. 


As a member of the Credit Union you can: 
Save money - every £1 saved earns a dividend 
Get low interest loans 
Cash cheques & withdraw money for free - why pay for your own money? 
Receive your wages and/or benefits payments 


DOVECOTE 
AFTERSCHOOL CLUB 


The Club will be restarting September 11th 
3.15 pm until 4.45 pm. 75p per child per session. 


Kingfisher Green 
Community Clean-up Day 


RESIDENTS OF KINGFISHER 
Green and Jack Argent Close 
got together with Catalyst 
Communities and Oxford 
Citizens Housing Association to 
clean up their area. A huge 
priority was given to recyclable 
items and Kingfisher Green 
Park turned into a Recycling 
zone with stations set up to 
collect old bikes, scrap metal, 
timber and electrical items. 
Oxford City Council filled four 
vans with recyclable material 
collected which they took to the 
Redbridge Recycling Centre. 25 
bikes were collected and most 
of these will be either 
reconditioned or used for parts. 
Two skips where also filled with 


Right: Greater Leys 
residents get busy 
with litter. The * 
Community Clean- 
Up Day was a 
resounding 
success, 
transforming 
Kingfisher Green 
and Jack Argent 
Close. 


non recyclable rubbish from 
properties and the streets. 


Oxford City Council 
collected bulky items from 
residents' doorsteps - this 


aimed to promote the Bulky 
Items collection service, which 
all residents can have up to 3 
bulky items collected from their 
doorsteps at any time by calling 
252900. The local children and 
young people took an active 
part and filled over thirty bags 
of rubbish found in hedgerows 
and streets as part of a Kids 
Competition. Two teams were 
the overall winners and team 
winners were awarded a 
certificate and a £5 gift 


voucher. After the event fun 
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activities organised by trained 
youth workers took place on the 
park. The event was organised 
jointly by OCHA and Catalyst 
Communities Housing 
Association (formerly Ealing 
Family) and aimed to get 
people involved in keeping their 
environment tidy and help 
families rid their properties of 
rubbish that may be too big to 
dispose of through regular 
means. The two Housing 
Associations have a rolling 
programme of Community 
Clean-up days on The Leys, 
with the next taking place in 
October of this year. 


Win a family theatre trip 


Creation Theatre are giving away a family ticket (two adults and 
two children) to see a performance of Robin Hood in the idyllic 
setting of Headington Hill Park. To be in with a chance to win, 
simply answer this question: What were Robin Hood’s band of 
followers called collectively? 
The winner will be able to enjoy the matinee on Saturday 2nd 
September. 


Tickets are not transferable, so make sure you keep 
the date free. The performance takes place in the 
open air, so be prepared in the case of inclement 
weather! 


Send answers to Leys News at the usual 
address, marking your entry “Robin Hood 
Competition”. 


sod 
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Come along, make new friends & enjoy a variety 


of activities 


Have a HAPPY & SAFE SUMMER 


Dovecote Saturday Club 


Starts Saturday 7th October 


10 am until 1 pm 


£1.50 per session per child 


Come along, make new friends & enjoy a variety 


of activities. 


for further information 


Telephone Carol on Oxford 712299 


LEISURE 


NNA 
OXFORD 


cr 
COUNCIL 


Is your 
Electric Blanket 


We are offering 


spit) in the 
power 
m OXFORD AREA 
ee Monday 4th September 
Power Stations and 
working Monday | 6th October 
with 
To book your appointment 
Telephone: 01865 815600 
Minicom: 01865 815350 
OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 
(Strictly on a first come / first 
a served basis by pre-booked 


appointment only) 
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Fresh lease of / 
life for Leys j m = 
Leisure Centre Keep Fi Fics 


The last issue of Leys News 


h aaah / 
reported on the £1.2 million Self Defenses y a a 


refurbishment of Blackbird Leys : : 
Friday morning, 


Leisure Centre. The Self Discipline 10am 


redevelopment transformed the 
leisure centre into a local amenity Class For All Standards! The Leisure Centre 


with something for everyone. But, Beginners Always Welcome! Pegasus Road, 
a few months down the line, is Blackbird Leys 


the contre living up to Tel: Gill 01865 730009 
expectations? Kate Griffin finds 


SNEM Tuesday 6- 7pm/ Thursday 5.45-6.45pm. {Wy 
As I walk into the leisure centre on (The Barn, Nightingale Ave) 
Pegasus Road, the first thing I notice is . 3 

how bright and airy the place is - perhaps For info call: 07970 234349 
not surprising for a recently refurbished 
centre that is intended to be as user- 
friendly as possible. The second thing I 
notice is a little more surprising: the 
quietness. I was expecting the thump of 
basketballs and the sound of kids letting 
off steam, but the atmosphere is actually 
very peaceful. 


the future of slimming 


Disappointing start 


The peace is a nice change from the usual 
leisure centre bustle, but manager Trevor 
Evans explains that his goal is to make the 
place a whole lot busier. He admits to 
being disappointed by the low attendance 
that followed the centre's reopening, but 
has plenty of plans to entice more people 
in. 

"It doesn't have the level of attendance 
it should have. The timing of the reopening 
was out of our hands, and it wasn't ideal. 
In summer, everybody heads outside. 
They'd rather play football in the park than 
go to the leisure centre." 
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Barriers to use 


Mr Evans believes that the cooler weather 
of autumn will encourage more people to 
use the leisure centre, but points out 
other, more serious barriers to use. "We've 
got to address the pricing issue and make 
the leisure centre more affordable." At the 
time Leys News went to press, no official 
plans had been revealed for a shake-up of 
the pricing structure, but Mr Evans hints 
that a new price plan might soon make the 
centre more affordable for Leys residents. 

Management at the leisure centre are 
aware of another issue that might be 
keeping people away: the centre's image 
problem. Some Leys residents might 
remember the days when there were 
security guards on the doors, and anybody 
planning to use the centre had to explain 
exactly what they were doing there before 
being allowed in. The security guards have 
been gone for some time, but the 
intimidating image remains in the minds of 
many people. 
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streetdancing, COOKING: mvamaking, 


fashion and design body popping= 
and a trip toato Towers 
31st OG} frif25th\ aug, 06 
10 -APM 
£1 alday, 


for further details 395927 
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Goodbye to bad old days 


Trevor Evans is keen to stress that the bad 
old days are over. If you decide to wander 
into the centre, you won't be grilled at the 
door. You don't even need a sport-related 
reason for coming in. Come September, 
the cafeteria and family room will both be 
up and running, allowing visitors to simply 
drop in for a meal and a chat. 

Most predictions suggest that 
September is the month that will see the 
newly refurbished leisure centre come into 
its own. Classes will be relaunched, more 
facilities will be available and the prices 
might be a little more affordable. Leys 
exercise lovers would be well advised to 
head to Pegasus Road and enjoy the peace 
while it lasts. 


BY KATE GRIFFIN 
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Leys News Education 


The all-new Cuddesdon Corner 


Leys News takes a look at Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre, which recently reopened with 
new facilities and activities. 


CUDDESDON CORNER FAMILY 
Centre is a busy’ hub: 
somewhere to spend time with 
children, get creative and 
access advice, among 
countless other activities. But 
for many people, Cuddesdon 
Corner is the best-kept secret 
on the Leys. Jenny Martin, 
Manager of the Leys Children's 
Centre, explains: "The centre 
was closed for a year, and a lot 
of people don't know it's a 
new, fresh look. " 

When you walk into the 
centre, the fresh look is 
obvious. The atmosphere is 
cheerful and welcoming, and 
it's clear that Cuddesdon 
Corner has benefited from its 
revamp. Thanks to the 
generosity of Orchard Meadow 
School, there is now a large 
outdoor area for children to 
play in - something especially 
welcome in the summer heat. 

But it's not just the 
physical environment of the 
centre that has been 
invigorated. There is a whole 
host of programmes and 
services available to be 
accessed at Cuddesdon 
Corner. For example, it is now 
possible to see a trained 
counsellor during The 
Listening Centre, which runs 
at Cuddesdon Corner in the 
evenings. (See What’s on 
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Weekly, page 2, for more 
information) Or use the drop- 
in health centre to check your 
baby's weight and discuss any 
worries you may have. 

If you need advice on the 
more serious aspects of life, 
such as debt or legal issues, 
Jackie from the Agnes Smith 
Advice Centre can meet you at 
Cuddesdon Corner and give 
expert advice. Ring 01865 
770206 to make an 
appointment. 
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Of course, it's not all 
serious. There are plenty of 
opportunities to have fun and 
explore your creative side 
too. You may already have 
spotted our feature about the 
mosaic-making course 
currently running at the 
centre, but did you know that 
you can also learn new sewing 
skills? The sheer number of 
activities available at the 
centre makes it impossible to 
list them all here, so it's best 


Left: Here local 
are talking over 


see. Parent and 
carer ideas and 
involvement are 
vital for develop- 
ment of the Leys 


to drop in and see for yourself 
what's available. 

Jenny Martin sums up the 
new-look centre perfectly 
when she says: "I think it's 


going very well. I'm sure 
there's something for 
everyone at Cuddesdon 
Corner now. 

It's new, different and 
there's something for 
everyone." 


Potty about knitting - and adult learning 


There are countless reasons 
for returning to education - 
as many reasons as there are 
adult learners, in fact. For 
mature student Hilary 
Anderson-Barr, going back to 
education was the chance to 
achieve her dreams. 

Hilary enrolled at Oxford 
and Cherwell Valley College 
for a BA Honours course in 
design crafts, graduating in 
June 2005. Little did she 
know when she began the 
course how successful she 
would be. Hilary's final major 
project, "Knitted Pots", 
received astonishing media 
attention, attracting notice 
from glossy magazines such 
as "Elle Decoration" and 
"House & Garden". 

Since then, Hilary's 
craftwork has gone from 
strength to strength. Last 
October, she even took part 
in a "knitted wedding" in 
Battersea Park, London. The 
event, organised by knitting 
group Cast Off, required 
participants to create a full 
white wedding through the 
power of knitting. While other 
participants knitted the 
wedding dress and flowers, 
Hilary was faced with the 
more daunting task of 
knitting the candelabra! 
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Hilary attributes her 
success to adult learning: 
"Having the opportunity to 
get a degree just a few miles 


from where you live is 


incredible - I would never 
have been able to obtain a 
degree if it hadn't been for 


the college. I'm so glad that I 
chose to pursue it and would 
encourage anyone else who 
wasn't sure to go for it." 


| parents and carers 


ideas they'd like to 


Children's Centre. 


Special 


Exploring Colour at 
Cuddesdon Corner 


Mosaics are very much alive today, and around in almost every culture. A group of women from Blackbird Leys have been learning 


the art of mosaic on a WEA (Workers' Education Association) course at Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre. 
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THE WOMEN WORKED together on group 
projects to brighten up the walls of the recently 
refurbished Family Centre in Cuddesdon Way. 
This involved design, selecting colours, cutting 
and laying the tiles using different lay-out styles 
and finally grouting and polishing the finished 
article! 

The women all live locally and were able to 
relax and enjoy their learning while their 
children were taken care of in the crèche. 

The Workers’ Education Association is the 
UK's largest voluntary provider of adult 
education. The Margaret Sanders Branch of the 
WEA provides free courses for women in Oxford 
on a wide range of topics from arts and crafts 
to health, history and creative writing. The 
courses are open to all women and are offered 
in local venues, with a free crèche. Women are 
encouraged to choose what they should learn 
and the atmosphere in the sessions is very 
special and designed to build confidence. 

Emma Cavell Hodgkins, the WEA tutor is a 
local artist from Didcot, who specialises in 
Mosaic art and exhibits her work at local venues 
and galleries. Emma is very proud of the 
groups’ achievements and said ‘The students 


Oxford and Cherwell 
Valley College 


Oxford and Cherwell Valley College will have 
their doors open throughout the summer for 
enrolment, so pop into the Blackbird Leys 
campus on Cuddesdon Way if you're interested 
in signing up for a course. See our What's On 
section (page 2) for news of open days at 
other campuses. 

For more information, ring 01865 550 550 for 
a prospectus or visit www.ocvc.ac.uk. 


worked with great enthusiasm, and used their 
new skills to design and produce some amazing 
mosaic art for the family centre.' 

Why not come along and join in the fun of 
exploring the techniques of cutting and laying 
mosaic with Emma. Discover how to use colour 
and design to create a beautiful mosaic to 
cherish. 


The next Course at Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre will start on Tuesday September 19th 
9.30am-11.30am, for 10 weeks. 

Please call Cynthia Briant on 01608 677913 
Email: cbriant@wea.org.uk to enrol, or leave 
your name with Marie at the family centre. 


Above: Rainbow Mosaic designed and created 
by Barbra Redshaw and Maureen Sim 


Below: Work in progress - the fruit bowl with 
Abi Henry and Vanessa Lashbrook 


w Top left: A close-up of the fruit bowl 


Bottom left: Helen Keeble brings a dolphin to 
life 


Mosaic Course 


Explore the techniques of cutting and laying mosaic at Cuddesdon Corner 
Family Centre. (See main Article Above) The course begins on Tuesday 19 
September and runs for ten weeks. 9:30am -11:30am. 


To enrol, ring Cynthia Briant on 01608 677913, email cbriant@wea.org.uk 
or leave your name with Marie at the family centre. 


LEYS PERSONALITY 


The Long Road 
to Truth 


Anybody who's ever tried to get a book 
published will tell you that it's a real 
struggle. But the tribulations of the average 
author pale into insignificance compared to 
what Arop Madut-Arop has been through in 
order to get his work into print. 


Madut-Arop's book is the definitive guide to the 
Sudan conflicts, charting the country's progress 
from the dawn of independence in 1956 right 
through to the 2005 signing of the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement. But this is no dry history book; 
this is an eye-witness account from somebody 
who was himself entangled in the struggle. 


I was an activist and an observer 
As Madut-Arop explains: "I watched events [in 
Sudan] unfolding as an activist and as an 
observer." His determination to record the truth 
landed Madut-Arop in trouble with the authorities 
on several occasions. As he calmly explains, "At 
times, the government would arrest me and 
detain me." 

He has had three prison sentences, as well as 
so many brief detentions - "One hour, a few 
hours, a day" - that he cannot remember how 
many. He was never tried, let alone convicted of 
any crime, which fuels his conviction that his 
imprisonments and arrests were simply an 
attempt to stop him finding out and telling the 
true story of Sudan. 

His most recent spell in prison lasted over a 
year (March 1990 to May 1991), and may have 
been at the orders of the military Junta in power 
at the time. Madut-Arop comments: "I don't know 
what was in their mind. They didn't interview me 
or investigate me." Instead, they set about trying 
to break his spirit with torture and brainwashing 
techniques. 


Mock execution 

At one point, Madut-Arop was even put through a 
mock execution. He heard the orders, "Take him 
from the city and throw him in the well." He was 
then taken, blindfolded, on a long and confusing 
journey until his captors led him to a ledge. He 
was pushed off the ledge, and thought he was 
going to die until he landed on solid ground. 

The mock execution was intended to stop 
Madut-Arop writing about the situation in Sudan, 
but it only served to make him more determined. 
He continued gathering evidence and information 
about the country, but took precautions to avoid 
drawing attention to himself. "I had to train 
myself not to hold a pen or pencil," he explains, 
adding that he would borrow writing materials 
from others when he needed them, to avoid 
carrying them around with him. "When I left the 
country in exile, I didn't bring any document with 
me." One unexpected side-effect of this strategy 
was that he developed a prodigious, very accurate 
memory. 

Madut-Arop finally put pen to paper in Oxford. 
He drafted his book during a 1999 fellowship at St 
Antony's College. Once the draft was completed, 
he was faced with a problem: he had never 
learned to type or use a computer. 


Vital help from Leys Linx 

Step forward Joe Rosa at the Leys Linx IT Hub. 
Joe patiently taught Madut-Arop to type and use a 
computer, giving him the skills he needed to 
complete the book and get it published. Now 
Madut-Arop believes that the book will soon 
become a university textbook, since it is the 
definitive guide to what happened in Sudan. 

He now plans to write a book about the peace 
in Sudan and how it is maintained, but warns 
readers not to expect a happy ending: "The way 
the peace is being implemented is very slow." 
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Vox Pop: Parking 


OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL is proposing a new system of 
parking charges, under which residents would be charged for parking 
on the street outside their properties. Leys residents recently 
received a questionnaire as part of the council's city-wide 
consultation on the proposed scheme. 

The proposals have attracted great controversy, not just because 
of the proposed charges but also because of the questionnaire's 
allegedly biased wording. The county council argues that the charges 
will simply be bringing Oxford into line with other parts of the county, 
creating a fair and consistent policy. But what do Leys residents 
think? Leys News reporters Junior Peete and Ellington Mafereka hit 


the streets to find out. 


"I don't drive anyway, so it 
really doesn't bother me. I 
choose not to drive, 
because I prefer public 
transport." 

- Charles Jobb 


"There's no way we should 
be charged - it's our own 
homes. But I feel it's 
inevitable. They're placing 
another burden on us, but 
the problems are due to 
their bad planning." 

- Sue Funge, training 
consultant 


Word Fountain 
Christian Ministries 


(A People of Inheritance Act 20:32) 


Modupe Adefala 


Pastor 


Cowley Community Centre, 
Barns Road, Oxford OX4 3RQ 


Tel: 01865 402108 

Mob: 07958 596340 

email: pastor@wordfountain.org 
web: www.wordfountain.org 


Meetin gs 


Sunday Service 
11.00am to 1.00pm, at the Cowley 
Community Centre 


Friday Prayer Meetings 
7.00pm to 9.00pm, at the Church 
office in the Cowley Community 


Centre 


"I walk to the shops 
because it's better for 
the environment, and 

it's such nice weather at 
the moment. But I 
normally drive, so the 
parking charge would 
affect me. I would 
absolutely oppose it. We 
should put a petition 
together for Greater 
Leys and Blackbird Leys 
if the council continue 
with this plan." 

- Janice Everett 


"I have been driving 
in the UK for three 


years, and I know | 


the different areas. I 
think the proposed 
charge is very 
cheap, compared to 
other parking areas." 


- Tobiase 


"The problem is 
with the Tory county 
council. I think most 
people who vote 
Tory have their own 
land, so they're 
totally out of touch. 
If I can't park on 
my own driveway, 
they can forget it." 

- Fitzie 
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"It's disgusting that people who have 


been living in the area for all these 
years are suddenly being asked to pay 
to park here. On the other hand, it 
might help with congestion. On match 


move." 


days, there are cars piled up 
everywhere and even the buses can't 
- Big John and Kath 


Scouts' celebration camp 
This year, the 35th Oxford Scout Group in Blackbird Leys celebrated its 
45th anniversary with a fun-packed weekend camp. Christopher Still, 

10, tells Leys News about the weekend. 


On Friday the 30th June we 
packed our kit bags and set off 
to camp at the Scout site at 
Youlbury. We were celebrating 
90 years of Cub Scouts, 20 
years of Beavers and 45 years 
since the 35th Oxford Scout 
Group was formed. 

The first activity after we 
packed away our kit was a 
night walk to Jarn Mound on 
Old Boars Hill, where Charlotte, 
Shannon and Jade were 


Ah 


invested. The Cubs and Scouts 
stood around in a circle and 
listened to them make their 
promise and repeat the scout 
law to Baloo, our Group Scout 
Leader. We walked back 
through the woods with our 
torches. 

The next day we had a 
great cooked breakfast done on 
the campfire: bacon, sausages, 
eggy bread and beans. The 
activities on Saturday were 


raffle draw. 


Scouts Autumn Fete 


The 35th Oxford Scout Group (Blackbird 
Leys) will be holding its Autumn Fete on 
Saturday 23rd September from 2pm to 
3pm. It promises to be a day of family 
fun, with stalls, games and an autumn 


Correction 


shelter-building, a visit to the 
Scouting Museum and a photo 
quiz around Youlbury and 
Archery. 

In the afternoon, the 
Beaver Colony joined us for a 
sleepover. We all made name 
badges so we knew who we all 
were. We had fun making 
vegetable kebabs to cook on 
the campfire. After dinner we 
had a campfire singalong with 
the Young Leaders who came to 
help us at camp. 

On Sunday we all went on a 
long walk to Chilswell Farm. 
When we came back, we 
cooked marshmallows over a 
candle and squashed it 
between two chocolate biscuits. 
YUMMY! We then had to help 
pack away our tents and kit 
bags. At the end of camp, we 
used the ballisters that the 
scouts had made to fire water 
bombs! We all got really wet 
and I had a water-bomb fight 
before we went home. We all 
enjoyed ourselves and had a 
great camp! 


In the last edition, we gave the wrong address 
for Blackbird Leys Scouts. The Scout Hall, where 
all Scout sections meet, is in Sandy Lane, 
Blackbird Leys, next to the Greyhound Stadium. 
We apologise for any inconvenience caused by 
our publication of an incorrect address. 


Local News | 13 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | Ph: 01865 711756 


l VIDEO 


-A MAKING 


Fly vies with coconut WER Sg 
ha, 


shies at Windale EN 


WEB 
DESIGN 


SCANNING 


A GIANT FLY materialised in Windale 
School this summer. It sounds like 
the plot of a sci-fi thriller, but was 
actually the result of a project that 
turned everyday junk into sculpture. Eea 
Some of the litter was collected by Ag 
pupils, while the rest came from local | e- n ` ' Y. h IT H b 
organisation Orinoco. E D i O ut U 

All 230 pupils worked together to ad ee ] "D Ph 

Ti : one 


create the sculpture, learning about 
714492 


recycling along the way. 
About Joining 


For more about Orinoco, see 
Business, page 17. 


COURSES 


Right: Mothers and toddlers 
enjoy the regular Saturday 
coffee morning at Windale 

School. 


< 
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entertained 
children at Windale 
School's very first 
Summer Fayre on 

| July 1. Parents and on hand to help 
children also 
enjoyed the those who not used 


tombola, coconut 

shy and lucky dip. a computer before 
The Fayre also EMAILS 

involved displays of Ph one 


line dancing, 
netball and 


gymnastics, as well 71 44 92 


as plenty of 
refreshments. for more in fo 


Experienced Staff 


Training Day at Windale School GAMES 


ON FRIDAY 2ND June 2006 there was a one-day football course, held at Windale | 
School for pupils aged between 5 and 12 years. COURSES SCANNING 
The day was a great success, with about 40 children attending.The day 
consisted of the children learning new skills like dribbling, shooting and passing 
the ball. 
In the afternoon the children took part in a mini World Cup, which they o 
thoroughly enjoyed. The day was run by Mr Stephen Scane and me. We are both WWW. re | C [l r ey S e C 0) m 
F.A Qualified. 
Hopefully this taster day will lead to more interest in a three-day course that 
we hope to run in the summer holidays. The price will be £15 for the three-day 
course. 


AN OXFORDSHIRE 
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online 


NHS 


Address: In Spar, Dunnock Way, Greater Leys 
Tel: 01865 401430 
Email: theleys.pharmacy@npanet.co.uk 


THE LEYS PHARMACY 


Your Local Community Pharmacy 


‘Championing your health’ 


NEW PHARMACY WITH EXTENDED OPENING HOURS 


7am - 10pm Monday to Saturday 
9am - 8pm Sunday 


Order and collect your prescription at your convenience. Your local community pharmacy opening at a time 
that is convenient for you. 


SERVICES OFFERED INCLUDE: 
E Free Prescription Collection and Delivery services 
E Free Blood Pressure Testing 
E Free Diabetes Screening 
E FREE EHC (Emergency Hormonal Contraception) PILL FOR UNDER 18s 
E Free Disposal of Unwanted Medicines 
E Free Medicine Review Services 
E Free Professional Advice on Health Related Matters 
E Repeat Dispensing Services 


E Residential and Nursing Homes Services 


OTHER PHARMACY SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE. 
PLEASE ASK US FOR DETAILS. 


The Leys Pharmacy In Spar is proud to present two new unique 
prescription services: 


m RPMS - Our unique Repeat Prescription Management Service is a scheme where 
customers who sign up, have their prescriptions collected directly from surgeries and 
dispensed awaiting collection, or delivery to them if requested. 


m Scriptserve - To make your life easier we have introduced a simple, secure Internet 
service so that you can log onto a special website and choose the regular medicines that 
you need, yourself. Using Scriptserve we can even remind you when you may be running 
short and tell you when your medicines are ready for collection the Pharmacy 


To learn more about these and all our services 
contact the Leys Pharmacy today. 


In Spar, Dunnock Way, Greater Leys, Oxon OX4 7EX, tel: 01865 401430 
Fax 01865 401435, Email theleys.pharmacy@npanet.co.uk 
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Green Fingers 


Herbaceous Perennials 


SINCE MY LAST article, a 
reader has requested a subject 
they would like covered in this 
article. It is potentially a 
subject that is relevant to us 
all, as it is about how to look 
after herbaceous perennials, 
which must surely be in every 
garden in the land. 

As a group of plants they 
are not especially hard to 
grow, as long as they have 
enough water and food and 
are weed-free. 

Staking plants as they 
grow is also essential, so they 
maintain their shape. If you 
grow herbaceous perennials 
that have medium and not tall 
growth, then they will be 
sturdier and will require less 
staking. 

If you site your perennial 
border in a sheltered spot 
within your garden, the plants 
will be more protected against 
the wind, and again will need 
less staking. 

Deadheading is worthwhile 
too, because those that flower 
early in the year, can be 
encouraged to flower again on 
the secondary regrowth that 
occurs if they have been 
deadheaded as soon as the 
blooms have faded away. 

In January, when Christmas 
roses are flowering, try sowing 
some herbaceous perennial 
seeds under glass. 

In February it is worth 
clearing away any unwanted 
debris that has gathered 
around the crowns of the 
plants, to prevent rotting. 

March is the month when 


pulmonarias will be in flower 
along with your other spring 
bulbs. Meanwhile, your can be 
finishing the splitting and 
replanting of some of your 
plants so as to increase your 
stock. 

April should see you finish 
clearing any debris and old 
growth from your perennial 
borders before adding a 
general fertiliser and a thick 
mulch over the entire area. 

Also, you need to begin to 
stake plants as they put on 
strong growth. It's pointless 
leaving staking until plants are 
really tall already, as they lose 
their shape straight away. 

Staking early is far better, 
and allows your plants to grow 
in a more natural shape. It 
also helps hide the stakes, 
making them unobtrusive. 

Outdoor sowings of 
herbaceous perennial seeds 
can also take place too during 
this month. 

May should see you begin 
and maintaining a regular 
spraying regime against pests, 
whether you prefer organic 
methods or not. 

June will need you to split 
and replant bearded irises as 
they finish flowering, as well 
as regular deadheading of all 
other plants as required. This 
continues for the rest of the 
year, to encourage repeat 
flowering. 

July is the peak flowering 
time and the watering month, 
unless you want your border 
to look parched and tired 
during August. 


August will see the peak 
flowering time just hanging on 
in there, which are joined by 
later flowering plants like 
phlox. Keep watering if 
possible. 

September should be the 
main season for planting new 
herbaceous perennial borders, 
whilst the soil is still warm and 
moist. However, in drought 
conditions you should hold off 
planting until the rains appear. 
It is futile planting into warm 
soil that is still bone dry after 
the long hot summer. 

In October cut back untidy 
dead growth, using the cut 
material to cover the crowns of 
your tender perennials. Begin 
lifting and dividing plants that 
are showing signs of loss of 
vigour and begin propagation 
from root cuttings. 

November sees almost a 
complete collapse of most 
deciduous perennials, which 
needs to be tidied away to 
avoid disease. Propagation by 
division and root cuttings can 
continue. 

In December, evergreen 
perennials like bergenias and 
hellebores begin to flower 
profusely. But avoid planting 
or propagation if there is a risk 
of cold weather. Delay this 
work until spring. 

Use this maintenance 
guideline to produce your very 
own superb display from your 
herbaceous border. 


Good gardening. 
STUART MABBUTT 


a Health O 
Beating Holiday Hayfever 


August is upon us, and we're well into the season of sneezing. Local pharmacist 
Taofik Shodunke explains the science behind hayfever - and how to combat it. 


MOST OF US LOOK forward to 
the hot days of summer, but 
spare a thought for hayfever 
sufferers, who know that warm 
weather often brings the misery 
of a high pollen count. 

The number of hayfever 
sufferers in Britain has rocketed 
over the past half-century, and 
the number now stands at about 
12 million. In other words, more 
than one in six people now has 
to contend with sneezing fits and 
itchy eyes when the British 
summer arrives. But what 
exactly is hayfever? 


Sneezes and itches 


The medical term for hayfever, 
Seasonal Allergic Rhinitis, gives a 
clue. Rhinitis means an 
inflammation of the nose lining, 
so what we mean when we talk 
about hayfever is that your nose 
is having an allergic reaction to 
something in the environment, at 
a specific time of year (in this 
case, summer.). The 
inflammatory response is caused 
when your cells release 


mediators such as histamine in 
response to the allergen. 

Most people recognise the 
symptoms of this inflammatory 
response: sneezing, a runny or 


blocked nose, itching in the nose, 


throat and deep in the ears, 
headaches. In addition to this, 
you may experience eye 
symptoms such as watering, 
redness, itching or swelling. 
Some people experience chest 
tightness or asthma too. 


Avoiding hayfever 


triggers 

So how can all this be avoided? 
As with most medical conditions, 
prevention is better than cure. 
The allergen may come in many 
forms, so your first step is to 
work out what it is in your 
environment that causes the 
reaction. The usual culprits are 
grass pollen and tree pollen, but 
other allergens can produce a 
hayfever-like reaction: pets, 
dusty carpets and cigarette 
smoke, for example. 


Once you've isolated your 
triggers, you need to avoid them 
if possible. Get your carpets and 
bedlinen cleaned; avoid smoky 
environments; avoid being 
outdoors on days with a high 
pollen count. 


Medication might 


be the answer 


Of course, it's not always 
possible to seal yourself into a 
bubble and avoid all the 
environmental nasties, which is 
where medication comes in. 
Antihistamines are so called 
because they tackle the 
histamine reaction. Over-the- 
counter antihistamines include 
Zirtek® and Clarityn®. Your 
local pharmacist - that's me - will 
be happy to advise you on the 
best medication for your 
individual needs. 

Armed with the science 
knowledge (and correctly chosen 
medication), you should be able 
to enjoy the warm weather 
without the hassle of hayfever. 
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Your Representatives 


PARISH COUNCIL 


Chairman: Brian Lester. Vice Chair: Bob Avery. Treasurer: 
Sharon Cole. Secretary: Helen Shayler. Non position holders 
are: Lee Cole, Chris Hatton, Rae Humberstone, Cyril Martin, 
Gordon Roper. 

For further details telephone 01865 734346 during office hours of 
8am-6pm, Monday to Friday. Answering service outside office 
hours. Alternatively, email editor@blackbirdleys.co.uk or hjc- 
admin@oxfree.com 

The mailing address for the Parish Council is Mrs Helen Shayler, 
Parish Clerk, 10 Swan Street, Oxford OX29 4HU. 


OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 


Blackbird Leys Ward: 

Rae Humberstone - Labour, 

75 Little Bury, Greater Leys, OX4 7UZ, 01865 779678, 
raehumberstone@btinternet.com 

Surgery: 1st Saturday of the month at Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre. 


Northfield Brook Ward: 

Lee Cole - Independent Working Class Association 

31 Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7WS, 07886 463580 
Surgery: Every Thursday from 6:30-7:30 at the Clockhouse, 
Greater Leys. 

Jane Elizabeth Lacey - Independent Working Class 
Association, 71 Knights Road, Blackbird Leys, 07947 225297, 
clirjlacey@oxford.gov.uk 


OXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 


Leys & Lye Ward: 

Val Smith - Labour, 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD, 01865 305080 
val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Barbara Gatehouse - Labour, 

51 Ashgrove, Oxford, OX3 9JN, 01865 741060, 
barbara.gatehouse@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


WHAT DO 
AREA COMMITTEES D0? 


The six Area Committees are responsible 
for the following: 

ABANDONED VEHICLES, 
ALLOTMENTS, CEMETERIES, 
DECISIONS ON PLANNING 
APPLICATIONS, DOG WARDENS, 
DITCHES AND STREAMS, PUBLIC 
TOILETS, CAR PARKS, PARKS & 
COUNTRYSIDE MANAGEMENT, 
STREET CLEANING, STREET 
NAMING, COMMUNITY CENTRES. 


PAA 
OXFORD 


CITY 
COUNCIL 


SOUTH EAST 


a) AREA COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
ae d | Ring 252249 for further information 


Ith August 
6.00pm 
Rose Hill 
Community 
Centre 


4th September 
6.30pm 

Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre 


9th October 
6.30pm 
Rose Hill 
Community 
Centre 


ROSE HILL 
BLACKBIRD LE’ 


South East 


LITTLEMORE 


Cut out and keep 


REEDS 


SOLICITORS 


1 Cambridge Terrace, Oxford, OX1 IRR 
(Located next door to the Magistrates Court) 


Tel. 01865 260230. 24hr N? 07900 901 318 


GIVE US A RING OR JUST DROP IN Mo 


. j 2 
3 y Criminal q 
Y Litigation 
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ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES LTD 


We started in 1991 and have built up a wide client base by providing a 
friendly, flexible and economic service to small businesses and charities. 


We can provide the following services at your premises or ours: 


@ Accounting and Book-Keeping 
@ Payroll 

@ VAT Returns 

@ Year End Accounts 

@ Tax Returns 

e Budgets 


Why not give us a try. 
The first consultation is Free 


Contact John Gould 

51 Henley Avenue, Oxford OX4 4DJ 

Telephone 01865 777967 

www.accountingforsmallbusinesses.com email: john@ja-accountancy.demon.co.uk 


Are you worth more 
than you are currently earning? 


Would an extra £500 - £3,000 per month be of 
interest to you? 


Call now for free information 
Gloria: 01865 438114 
Mob: 07747 692738 
Email: gloria@go4.it 


We care at the Square 


code 1350 
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WHEN THE OPPORTUNITY came my way to 
expand my part time job as a Slimming World 
Consultant into a full time career, I was 
absolutely thrilled that I would be coming back 
to Blackbird Leys. In fact, it was almost as if the 


FEATURED LOCAL BUSINESS 


Adventures in Slimming World 
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centre were still there too - so it really did feel 
like coming home. I like the sense of community 
here. When I distribute my leaflets or put up my 
posters, it is very clear that this is a close-knit 
community, which makes my job so much more 
enjoyable. 

I am delighted to be back and, although I 
am not a resident of Blackbird Leys, I would not 
wish to work anywhere else. With Slimming 
World I now have a full-time job with new 
groups on Thursdays at 7.30pm and Friday 
mornings at 10am. The groups offer a lifeline to 
people who would like to eat more healthily and 
lose weight at the same time. As a consultant I 
am available at any time for members if they 
have questions or need a little help; the group is 
there each and every week to provide support, 
and we try to have fun too! Losing weight is a 
very serious affair but we do have a laugh along 
the way. Food Optimising is such a fantastic way 
to eat; it is suitable for everyone - even 
children. For children there is more emphasis on 
activity and making changes for the future. Most 
people who are new to Slimming World cannot 
believe the amount of food that can be eaten 
while still having a wonderful weight loss each 
week. Every member is encouraged to set their 
own goals - pressure is for tyres, not eating! 

There will be so many more belles and beaus 
on the beaches this year and, more importantly, 
many more people feeling healthier and fitter 
than they were before. I am very glad to play a 
part in this transformation, and to be able to do 
it in such a great place. 


2006 Orinoco 
Re>Use Award 


Do you know of an Oxfordshire-based company 
which has found a new or clever way to reuse its 
materials, or reduces its environment "footprint" by 
recycling or working with the Oxfordshire 
community, or helps raise awareness about recycling 
and the importance of reusing materials? Then 
nominate this company for the 2006 Re>Use Award! 

ORINOCO IS A registered charity with 11 years’ 
experience of collecting waste materials from local 
businesses and households that would otherwise end up in 
a landfill. The Re>Use award (sponsored in part by Oxford 
Business Knowledge Ltd) is given to the Oxfordshire-based 
company which has found a way to reuse, recycle or 
reduce its materials in order to help the community and 
the environment. They use materials in play workshops or 
sell them at low cost to local voluntary and community 
groups, schools and others for play, educational and 
creative activities. These discarded objects often serve as 
valuable resources for children’s art and school projects as 
well as useful and creative projects for adults. 

Companies nominated for Re>Use award will be judged 
based on the innovativeness, impact and the awareness- 
raising qualities of the practice. The selection committee 
will consist of the Orinoco Trustees and several external 
experts from the community. Depending on the number of 
entries, up to three awards will be given. 

The award winner(s) will be announced at a small 
awards reception which will take place on the of November 
at the Bullingdon Community Centre. 


To nominate a company for this award 
contact 07960-661-748, or email oxorinoco@gmail.com 


Leisure Centre had undergone a transformation 
just for me, as my new groups started at the 
end of April, shortly after the newly refurbished 
gym at the centre was opened for business! The 
members of staff who used to organise the 


GILL JACKSON 
Slimming World 
01865 730009 


Closing date for application: 14 October 2006 
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Make Money with eBay 


Leys News start-up guide: How to start an eBay-based business 


eBay has grown at a staggering rate over the past 
few years and is the UK's largest online marketplace. 
You can sell pretty much anything on eBay. It seems 
that everyone wants to get in on the action, with 
people selling everything from computer equipment 
to ladies' fashion. 

The major attraction of operating a business on 
eBay is the lack of overheads. Setting it up is much 
like setting up other home-based businesses, as you 
don't really need anything other than a computer and 
some storage space. Perhaps your biggest challenge 
will be finding a supply of low-cost products that you 
can sell on at a profit. 


Finding stock 
The most obvious way to accumulate plenty of stock 
is to buy it in bulk from wholesalers. Finding a 
wholesaler that will supply you with cut-price stock 
can be a challenge, but if you shop around you will 
be able to find bargains. A good wholesaler should be 
able to guarantee a constant supply of warehouse 
stock for your new business. In addition, if you are 
working with wholesalers you need to set up credit 
accounts with them. This will enable you to buy 
goods and pay for them after you have sold them on. 
You may have a collection of personal items that 
you wish to get rid of to start with, or there may be a 
local car boot sale or charity shop where you can 
source products at a low price. Make sure that you 
research your chosen market properly and explore 
every avenue to ensure that you achieve the best 
possible profit margins. 


What do you need to start up? 


A major advantage of starting up an eBay business is 
that it is relatively cheap to do so, and it shouldn't 
cost a fortune if it doesn't work out. To start, you just 
need a computer, internet connection (preferably 
broadband), and a digital camera or access to images 


of the products you are selling. 

In the formative days of your eBay business, 
storage space shouldn't be a problem. Once you have 
a profitable business up and running, you may then 
want to rent out space to store your items. 
Alternatively you may want to consider drop 
shipment or drop shipping. This is where the seller 
does not keep goods in stock, but instead passes the 
customer's order and shipment details to the 
wholesaler, who then dispatches the goods to the 
customer directly. The retailer makes their profit on 
the difference between the wholesale and retail price. 


co.uk 


Signing up to eBay 

Becoming an eBay member is relatively simple. You 
can sign up via the website www.ebay.co.uk. Choose 
a user name and a password and include your details 
and links to other products in the descriptions page 
of each item. 

Basic insertion fees start at 15p for items with a 
starting or reserve price of up to 99p, and rise to £3 
for multiple items over £100. Additional ‘Optional 
Feature Fees' such as galleries cost more. Final value 
fees are also charged. These charges start at 5.25% 
of the final value of your item. If you don't sell, the 
final value charge is not charged. 

There are various options to make you stand out 
from the crowd, such as an online shop, premium 
listings and titles in bold. Although these options do 
not cost much by themselves, the amount can grow if 
you are listing many items. You will probably soon be 
able to work out by trial and error which items need 
pushing. 


BY PHIL CITRONE 


Selling 
When you sell an item, you can stipulate payment by 
a number of methods: credit or debit card, 
cheque/postal order or through eBay's own service, 
Paypal (www.paypal.com) or Worldpay 
(www.worldpay.com). You should note that every bid 
is a legal contract, which means that once a buyer 
has won the item they are obliged to pay for it. As 
seller, you must send the item if you take payment. 


Tax 


The Revenue is becoming increasingly aware of eBay 
businesses/traders that do not declare tax. Most 
businesses do not declare tax through ignorance 
rather than fraud. The taxman is using increasing by 
sophisticated methods to target eBay sellers where 
they feel there are high volumes of sales and profit 
being made. 

If you make a profit selling goods that you own, 
you could be liable for capital gains tax. The 
allowance is £8,500 profit in each tax year. If you sell 
personal items on a one-off basis, it is unlikely that 
you would be classed as an eBay trader. 


However, if you buy goods wholesale, then sell them 
on eBay for profit, you are likely to be classed as a 
trader and are therefore liable to pay tax on your 
profit. All sales must be included in your annual 
accounts. If you are in any doubt about your tax 
liability, you must contact the Inland Revenue as 
soon as possible for clarification - otherwise, you 
could end up owing the taxman a chunk of your eBay 
gains. 


What next? 


Well, that’s down to you. Go out and find your 
products and start making your eBay business work. 


UKdads 


& The Potential Project 


“Release Carl" 


UKdads' plea on behalf of volunteer 


UKdads have launched a campaign to get a Blackbird Leys 
resident released from jail. 

Carl Lamoon was recently admitted to prison after pleading 
guilty to common assault. He was first arrested in connection 
with the offence over 15 months ago, and has built a new life 
for himself in the intervening time. 

While awaiting trial, Carl moved over a hundred miles away 
from his home town, in order to escape from the bad influences 
he encountered there. He, his wife and their three children 
settled in Blackbird Leys, where Carl became involved with 
UKdads as a volunteer. 

Carl recently began UKdads' Raising Aspirations course 
(mentioned elsewhere on this page), and was due to start 
Primary Care Trust Health Training, which would have led him to 
a steady job helping others and making a difference to the 
community. He is also shortly to become a father for the fourth 
time. 

For these reasons and more, UKdads does not believe that 
Carl's imprisonment is benefiting anyone, least of all his children 
and his pregnant wife. Carlton Gabbidon of UKdads called for 
Carl to be released with an electronic tag, so that he could 
continue his important voluntary work under community 
supervision. 

Carlton Gabbidon said: "The assault which led to Carl being 
in prison happened over a year ago, and although nobody is 
trying to condone what happened, it is clear to see that Carl has 
completely turned his life around, and that for him to remain in 
prison will have a detrimental effect on the lives of his heavily 
pregnant wife and his three children." 


Dadszone 


The DadsZone provides a space for dads to spend some fun 
time with their kids - playing games, hanging out and talking 
about the things that matter. 

There are now two DadsZones on the Leys, and dads are 
welcome to come along to either one. The first DadsZone is 
at 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, every Friday from 
11am to ipm. The second is run in partnership with the 
Family Centre at Cuddesdon Corner, Cuddesdon Way, on the 


Opportunities with R.A.P 


What is the R.A.P Course? 


IF YOU ARE a young man aged 
16 -24, or are a father and wish 
you could achieve more in your 
life, then the R.A.P. course is 
likely to help you. 

The ‘Raising Aspirations 
Project’ is split into three parts. 
The first part will involve 
attending twelve sessions of one 
and a half hours each focusing 
on issues relevant to young men 
and fathers. These sessions will 
cover the following topics: 


@® Self Confidence 

@ Becoming an Effective 
Communicator 

@ Understanding & Managing 
Emotions 
Respect 
Being the Man You Can Be 
Qualities of a Good Father 
Figure 
Positive Thinking 
Self Awareness 
Healthy Living 
Ambitions and Goals 


Part Two is about time out from 
your routine, getting away 
together and participating in 
outdoor activities and having 
some fun. There will be an 
opportunity to develop team 


building and communication 
skills. You will have the chance 
to develop practical skills as well 
as learning the importance of 
working co-operatively together. 
You can continue to explore 
what it means to be a 
responsible father and to be 
proud of your male identity. 
During this time away there will 
be an opportunity to consolidate 
the new knowledge you have 
gained from participating in Part 
One. 

Part Three of the project 
focuses on the future - Where 
Now? Being open to change and 
looking at different options 
available to you. If you want 
support in applying for a college 
course or a new job this part will 
be of great practical help to you. 
There will be an opportunity to 
explore what is involved in 
achieving your goals and the 
opportunity to practise your 
interview skills, filling out 
application forms and accessing 
the information you need. 

The course offers an OCN 
qualification and you will have to 
attend at least 80% of the 
course to cover the key 
elements of the course and 
again this qualification. All OCN 


The big breakfast 


qualifications are delivered 
within a credit-based unitised 
framework. This allows learners 
to accumulate and transfer 
credits according to individual 
needs. Qualifications are to be 
achieved in small steps over a 
manageable period of time. OCN 
qualifications are designed to be 
accessible and to support the 
development of skills and 
knowledge that will enable 
people to participate in work, in 
their communities or in further 
learning. 


And finally... 


Celebrate your achievements 
and identified goals for the 
future with an award ceremony 
and party. There will also be an 
opportunity to keep in touch and 
to sign up for further courses if 
you find useful. 

If it sounds interesting then 
contact UKdads by ringing 
OS 6590077929 SSO O95 
665597. Or simply drop in to our 
Kingfisher Green space. You'll 
need to hurry, though, because 
there are only a few places left. 


Dad's Fun Day 
- August 5 


Dads and lads tucked into a tasty breakfast on Saturday July 
22, all laid on by UKdads/The Potential Project. The event, held 
at Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre, was a chance for families 
to spend some time together, as well as tucking into some tasty 
food! 


second and fourth Saturdays of each month. 

There's also a drop-in centre at the Kingfisher Green 
building, where you can come along for advice, information, 
support - or just a good cup of tea. The drop-in centre is 
every Friday from 2pm to 5pm. 


UKdads are running a Dad's 
Fun Day on Saturday 5th 
August, 12pm to 3pm. Bring 
the kids along to the 
Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre for the bouncy castle, 
mask making and face 
painting. There will also be 
football games and plenty of 
food to eat! 


Calling all footballers 


Could you be the next David Beckham? Leys Unity Football 
Club are looking for new players in the under-13 and under- 
15 teams. Call 01865 779298 for more information, or 
come along to a training session to see what it's all about. 
Training is every Thursday at 7pm, at the Morris Motors 
Social Club, Crescent Road, Hollow Way. 


Fun Day and Consultation 
- 23rd August 


UKdads/The Potential Project 
will be holding a fun day on 
23rd August - but it will also 
include a serious discussion. 
The event, to be held at 26 
Kingfisher Green, will be a 
party for dads and kids to 
spend time together, but 
there will also be a 
consultation about the 
Kingfisher Green playground. 

Residents have been 
complaining for some time 
that the playground does not 
suit their needs and is not 
being used by the right 
people. For this reason, 
UKdads will be asking people 
to brainstorm on future plans 
for the area. 

UKdads are also looking 
for help with the fun side of 
the party. DJs are invited to 
bring their equipment along 
and play a set, while cooks 
are asked to bring tasty 
food. The day promises to be 
a great success. 


Picture: Roy Simmonds 
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Hollow legs... hungry kids tuck into the UKdads breakfast 


Clear out that garage! 


Do you have a Subbuteo set gathering dust in the garage? Or 
perhaps an old pool table that you hardly use? UKdads/The 
Potential Project are on the look-out for any secondhand 
indoor sports equipment to use as part of the Dadszone 
initiative. The vision for Dadszone is for fathers to spend time 
with their children, and the option to play table-tennis or 
snooker would make that quality time even more fun. Any 
donations would be very gratefully received. 


Health and hygiene for 
budding chefs 


UKdads are running a course in the principles of food 
hygiene. The course is mainly aimed at dads planning to 
enhance their cooking skills, but it will also be useful for 
anyone who aims to make a career in catering. 


UKdads & The Potential Project 


26 Kingfishers Green, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. Tel: 779298 
Email: ukdadsposse@yahoo.co.uk 

Website: www.ukdadsposse.co.uk 

Supported by the European Social Fund, Oxfordshire County 
Council, and Learning and Skills Council. 


The short courses will be run at Kingfisher Green on the 
17th and 24th August from 10am-2pm. Anybody 
interested in the course should contact UKdads to apply by 


If you have any ideas for what UKdads/The Potential the 20th August 


Project can do next, please come along to one of our 
sessions and let us know.” 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | Ph: 01865 711756 


Three cheers for 
Oxford United 


I am writing to express my 
enthusiasm for the recent changes 
up at Oxford United FC. I attended 
their recent fun day and was 
impressed by the way that all the 
management and players mixed 
freely with fans and local residents. 
There seems to be a genuine 
attempt by the club to reach out to 
the local community and to say 
‘this is your club’. After years of 
neglect there is at last an air of 
optimism flowing through the club. 
I hope they will maintain this good 
start. 
Well done to Nick Merry et al and 
good luck for the new season! 

P.C, Greater Leys 

(via email) 


A big BLAG thank- 


you 

BLAG (Blackbird Leys Art Group) 
would like to say a big thank you 
to all the people of the Leys who 
participated in the Community 
Learning Glow Project last year - 
you were our inspiration for the 
Glow Tree project. 

Thank you to sculptor Neil Wood 
for bringing the idea to reality, in 
such a beautiful way. Thank you 
for being such an excellent and 
giving mentor to BLAG and to the 
many local adults and children who 
participated in the several relief 
making art workshops organised by 
BLAG in the community art room. 


Soapbox 


Thank you to Paul Isaacs, Jim 
Barlow, Phil Powell, Beth Knowles 
and Katie Hamilton for supporting 
the project from the very 
beginning and for having the 
confidence in BLAG and its artists 
to be able to bring public art into 
the Leys. 

Thank you to Tara and Pin from 
Fusion who managed the Glow Tree 
project to a high professional 
standard, becoming good friends in 
the process, always supporting our 
creative journeys as artists. You 
gave us the space and freedom to 
do what we like most and can do 
best - working together with our 
community and making art. 

Thank you to the CDI and the Arts 
Council for fulfilling BLAG's dream 
of a stunning first metal sculpture 
on the Leys and believing that the 
Leys people deserve a beautiful 
environment. You provided the 
money for the Glow Tree project. It 
was money designated for the arts 
in the South East and we are so 
glad it was spent here in our 
community. 

Thank you to all the people who 
came and made the Grand 
Unveiling of the sculpture on the 
27th of April such a joyful and 
happy community event. Special 
thanks goes to Marsha Jackson for 
cooking the delicious mouth 
watering Caribbean food. Thank 
you very much to the Leys Choir 
and conductor Ivor Setterfield for 
singing "O Sole Mio". You were the 
icing on the cake. And last but not 
least many thanks to photographer 


Bi Scott for capturing the spirit of 
the day. 
If you feel inspired by the Glow 
Tree to be creative, come and join 
BLAG on Mondays (6.30-8.30pm) 
and Thursdays (9.30-11.30am) 
during term time in the community 
art room. Please telephone 
07799893747 if you require more 
information. 
Look out for BLAG during the 
"Driving Forward" project this 
summer and at the Leys Fair on 
9th September 2006. 
Your BLAG artists 
Ines Kretzschmar, Tanya 
Prescott, Debbie Scrivener, 
Jane Whiting, Karen Godwin 
and Hailey Winston 


No estate is an 


island 
I have to say I am impressed with 
the new-look paper and the 
contents. However, would the Leys 
News consider interacting with 
other local estates' newsletters, 
and highlight positives and 
negatives from any other estates in 
Oxford? Wood Farm, Barton and 
Rose Hill are good examples of 
estates you could include. There 
are so many stereotypes from 
people who do not live on the 
estate, so I think it would be good 
for Leys News to inform residents 
from the Leys of any news from 
other estates. 

Joyce Webster, 

via e-mail 
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Residents talk back 


Blackbird and Greater Leys residents have nominated 
their top priority concerns for their community - 
drugs, young people hanging about on the streets, 
evicting all drug dealers and the need for more 
outside activities for children. 

The Neighbourhood Action Team (NAT) will 
address the priority concerns and report back to 
residents on how they are being dealt with. 

The NAT is made up of community 
representatives, police, parish councillors and officers 
from the city and county councils. 

During the consultation period, residents were 
asked to send text messages, speak to Street 
Wardens and Police Community Support Officers and 
phone the NAT team to tell them their local concerns. 

Councillor Caroline van Zyl, Executive Member for 
a Safer City, said: "With everyone working together I 
am confident that the NAT will be able to tackle the 
priority areas and make a difference to the 
community. 

"In addition, once Neighbourhood Environment 
Action Teams are up and running, in the very near 
future, even more of the residents' concerns, like fly- 
tipping, graffiti and the street scene, will be identified 
and dealt with quickly. 

"When people came to vote for their concerns we 
also asked them what was good about living in the 
Leys area. I am pleased to say we got lots of positive 
answers ranging from a good community spirit, a 
good library, lots of trees and open spaces and the 
new Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre." 

Other issues raised during the consultation were 
vandalism, abandoned vehicles and the lack of good 
bus routes for Greater Leys. 

At the last NAT public consultation in February, the 
top three priority problems were drug dealing, 
evictions or dealing with drug dealers, fly-tipping and 
littering. 


BY LOUISA DEAN 


The Leys - A Community Divided? 


Local writer Miriam Picha reflects on the relationship between the two Leys estates. 


It is a badly kept secret that since and are occupied by housing 


isolation and bleakness. 


the building of the Greater Leys 
estate there has been comparison 
and conflict between the Blackbird 
estate and her sister estate, Greater 
Leys. These two neighbouring 
estates have always been seen as a 
single entity, operating under the 
umbrella of the Leys. 

The Leys consists of four 
communities within a community. 
There is the long-established 
Blackbird Leys estate, built in the 
1960s with the sole purpose of 
housing council tenants. This area is 
distinguished by two huge tower 
blocks that tower over the estates 
and can be seen from miles away. 

Across the stream lies Greater 
Leys estate, within which there 
appear to be three distinct 
communities. Unlike Blackbird Leys, 
which was built solely for council 
tenants, Greater Leys has a mixed 
housing stock. Nevertheless, most of 
the houses in this area were built for 


Above left: Gloomy 


Middle left: Grim but 
patriotic 


Bottom left: Standing 
proud - the jewels of 
the estate 


Right: Upwardly 
mobile - part owned, 
part rented 


association tenants. 

Judging by the number and size 
of English flags draped over windows 
and garages, or flying on poles 
outside homes during the qualifying 
rounds of the World Cup, this area 
seems to stand out as the most 
patriotic of all the area and perhaps 
in all of Oxfordshire. The English 
flags continued to be flown over 
many houses even after England was 
kicked out of the World Cup. Some 
are still visible outside the homes of 
residents even now that the 
tournament is over. 

The most recent addition to the 
Greater Leys estate sits in a former 
rubbish-strewn, water-logged corner 
of the estate at the junction between 
Grenoble Road and Fry's Hill. This 
tiny area is occupied by "essential 
workers" who own part of their 
property while paying rent for the 
remainder. This tiny "estate" within 
an estate gives an air of determined 


Nestling within the Greater Leys 
estate is the crown jewel of the 
estate, particularly around the area 
known as Cavendish Villas. These 
are all private houses occupied 
mainly by professional people. This 
area of the estate is well maintained 
and cared for, perhaps reflecting 
their status as owner-occupiers. 

The hallmark of these divided 
communities is the lack of mixing 
and socialising between the different 
sections of the communities, with 
each keeping to their own areas. 
Such divided communities are not 
unique to the Leys; indeed, many 
people aspire to live in areas such as 
Summertown and North Oxford, but 
how many Summertown squires mix 
with their neighbours beyond the 
Cutteslowe Walls? 


The opinions expressed in this 
column are those of the author, 
and not necessarily those of Leys 
News. 


Soapbox is a space for local 
people to write about what's on 
their mind. Is there something 
that makes you angry? Or 
something that you love about 
the Leys? Perhaps you have an 
ingenious idea. If so, please send 
an email to mail@leysnews.co.uk, 
or write to Soapbox, Leys News, 
26 Kingfisher Green, Greater 
Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. 


New Fixtures and Fittings at Oxford Utd! 


If you're looking to catch United soon, the season kicks 
off on 12 August but you can see them beforehand at two 
exciting home friendlies against Premiership giants 
Portsmouth and Manchester Utd. Visit the ticket office 


9am-5:30pm Mon-Fri, or call 01865 337533. 


Upcoming fixtures 


Date 
August 
Fri 4 
Tue 8 
Sat 12 
mues 15 
Fri 18 
Sat 26 
Mon 28 
September 
Fri 1 
Saad 
Tues 12 
Sat 16 
Mon 18 
Sat 23 
Sat 30 


KO 


Vv 


DRE EEEE 


EPG DIEREN DEE 


Opponent 


Portsmouth 
Manchester Utd XI 
Halifax Town 
Dagenham & Red 
Burton 

Northwich Victoria 
Weymouth 


St Albans 
Morecambe 
Exeter City 
Grays Athletic 
Crawley Town 
Stafford Rangers 
York City 


Competition 


Friendly 

Friendly 

Conference 
Conference 
Conference 
Conference 
Conference 


Conference 
Conference 
Conference 
Conference 
Conference 
Conference 
Conference 


Oxford United 


WHILE EVERYONE ELSE has been enjoying 
the glorious sunshine recently one group 
has been cursing the baking sun. That's 
because Oxford United are back in pre- 
season training and the players are being 
put through their paces on the training 
ground. 

In days gone-by the players would slog 
their way up Shotover Hill on a series of 
long distance runs to try and improve their 
stamina. These days it's far more scientific, 
with new Fitness Coach Jordan Milson 
overseeing the morning sessions and 
players all wearing heart monitors at all 
times. There have been speed tests, bleep 
tests and stamina tests, and then it's back 
for afternoon sessions to work on the 
technical side of the game. 

The players have been enjoying the new 
training facilities at Milton Heights, where 
their new training base has been 
redeveloped, and also enjoyed a week at 
prestigious Bisham Abbey, where they 
warmed up with a 3-1 win over Brighton in 
a friendly. 

Training has recently moved up a gear 
with a series of pre-season friendlies, which 
culminate when The U's take on Premiership 
Portsmouth and Manchester United at 
home. 


Miss Oxford, Ellie Glynn, was on hand to add a touch of glamour as 
United unveiled their new home kit at their successful funday. Over 
3,000 people were at the stadium to tour the dressing rooms, meet 
the players and join the fun, and Ellie was proud to lead out new 
signing Phil Gilchrist, and striker Steve Basham, Billy Beechers and 
Yemi Odubade to show off the smart new kit. The shirts, made by 
Carlotti are available from the club shop, located in the Ozone 
cinema complex (see below). 


OXFORD UNITED CLUB SHOP 
NEXT DOOR TO THE STADIUM 
Monday to Friday:10am-5pm 


Matchday Saturdays:10am-3pm and half an hour after the match 
Evening Games:10am-7.45pm 


